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REFUNDS FOR MARIJUANA GROWERS!!
   Voters in Colorado are probably overjoyed to have been provided a way to further reward the marijuana crowd with even more if Proposition BB fails.
   Why write about this issue? Because of the number of people who admit to never reading the State Ballot Information Booklet (also known as the “Blue Book”), but also for those persons who are not registered voters and thus are not mailed or ever see a Blue Book.
   Coloradans have had plenty of time since the legalization vote to see the impact drugs (legal or illegal) have on a population and the state's image nationwide. The statistics have been unfavorable from day one and only “grow” more dire as time passes (no pun intended).     
   Colorado's 2015 State Ballot Information Booklet (the Blue Book), authored by the Legislative Council of the Colorado General Assembly, Research Publication No. 652-1, provides this information about Proposition BB:  “allows the state to retain and spend $66.1 million which has already been collected rather than refund it to taxpayers,”(if it gets a yes vote),  
   The Legislative Council of the Colorado General Assembly is responsible for a “fiscal impact statement for every initiated or referred measure, taking into consideration fiscal impact information submitted by the office of state planning and budgeting, the department of local affairs or any other state agency and any proponent or other interested person,” similar in form and content to that prepared for the General Assembly for legislative matters pursuant to Section 2-2-322, Colorado Revised Statutes.  
   According to the Blue Book, the refund to each taxpayer would be a pitiful amount by any sane person's criteria:  ranging from $6.00 for those with an adjusted gross income of $36,000.00 to $32.00 for taxpayers with an adjusted gross income of $195,700.00.
   Civilized people realize that living in a civilized society cannot occur “for free – nothing worthwhile can be had for free.”
   The Blue Book provides the fiscal impacts for Proposition BB:
If it passes:
· the state will not be required to refund $66.1 million to taxpayers;
· spending on state and local programs in state budget year 2015-16 will increase by $52.0 million, including $40 million for public school capital construction projects and $12.0 million for the education, health care and public safety programs listed previously;
· the remaining $14.9 million is not yet allocated within the state budget.
If it fails:
· the state will be required to refund $66.1 million in state budget year 2015-16;
   The refund will occur as follows:
· $25.0 million, averaging $8 per taxpayer, will be available as a refund to all-year round resident taxpayers on the 2015 state income tax forms;
· $24 million will be refunded to retail marijuana cultivators; and
· $17.1 million will be refunded via a temporary reduction in the retail marijuana sales tax rate from 10.0 percent to 0.1 percent effective January 1, 2016. The rate reduction will continue until taxes are reduced by $17.1 million.
· Additionally, the local government share of retail marijuana sales tax revenue will be cut from 15.0 percent to 7.5 percent until the local government share is reduced by $6.3 million, the amount that local governments received in state budget year 2014-15.
  Yes readers, your vote against Proposition BB will be rewarding marijuana growers with a $24 million refund directly to the retail marijuana growers, alongside a $6.00 to $32.00 (average of $8.00 per taxpayer) to the individual Colorado voter.
   Unfortunately, retail marijuana purchasers will likely stampede to the polls to take advantage of the temporary reduction in the retail marijuana sales tax rate.
   What voters should not forget is that the local government entities have to continue all enforcement efforts under the marijuana regulations during that period of reduced taxation. What services will be cut – a call to your local officials would be enlightening!!
   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
